
December 20th – Joycelin Raho – Thursday of the Third Week of Advent  

 

The Annunciation -  Luke  1:26-38 

 

What do you want to be when you grow up? It’s a common question. It was probably asked of us in our 

younger years. I ask my kindergartener all the time (right now it’s a toss-up between a Zoologist and a 

Dunkin Donuts worker in case you were curious). It is not, however, a question limited to a particular age. 

It may be common but it is not necessarily simple. Some of us are still trying to answer that question. 

Look at your relationships, friendships, your family and partner, your jobs and careers, your education, 

your home. All of those are attempts to create your life. That is not necessarily wrong. We have decisions 

to make and opportunities before us. The difficulty comes when we start to believe and carry the burden 

that we are the ultimate creator of our life. 

Today, however, we remember Mary’s words, “Let it be.” “Let it be with me according to your word.” 

Mary’s words, “Let it be,” echo God’s words, “Let there be” in the creation story. “Let there be night and 

day and oceans and land and man and woman.” It is like an ongoing call and response between God and 

humanity. God prays creation into existence and Mary says, “Amen. Let it be.” This is the continuation of 

creation and the beginning of our salvation. Think about this. God says, “Let there be” and his words 

bring forth creatures into the world. Mary says, “Let it be” and her words will bring forth the Creator into 

the world. How amazing is that? 

Each one of us is to echo Mary’s words, “Let it be.” Don’t hear this as passivity. This is not a “que sera, 

sera” attitude. It means we must be vulnerable, open, and receptive. It means that we must take down the 

veils that we think separate us. Mary sees her virginity as a veil of separation. “How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?” 

We all live with veils that we think separate us from God. There are veils of fear, shame, and guilt. 

Independence and individualism become veils of isolation. Sometimes we are veiled in logic, rationalism, 

and unable or unwilling to abandon ourselves to the mystery. Often our veils are the life we have created 

for ourselves. 

https://interruptingthesilence.com/2009/06/16/when-there-is-no-mystery/


God looks through our veils to see the “favored one” even when we can’t see ourselves that way. God’s 

words of possibility speak across our veils announcing that God is with us and that we will conceive 

within us God’s own life. It’s a hard thing to get your head around…even for Mary herself! 

 

“How can this be?” With those words Mary acknowledges that the life Gabriel announces is not the life 

she was creating for herself. “Let it be.” With those words Mary receives the life God is creating in her. 

Between “How can this be?” and “Let it be” the impossible becomes a reality, the never before heard of 

will forever be spoken of, and the veil between divinity and humanity has fallen. For God’s plan for us is 

greater than any we could possibly imagine! Nothing is impossible with God.  

So today – let us all try to imagine that we too are worthy of God’s call to create a life within us. May the 

choices we make be those that reflect having space in our hearts for God. I pray that “Let it be according 

to your Word” can be our prayer today and every day.  

 

Reading 1 

IS 7:10-14 

The LORD spoke to Ahaz: 

Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; 

let it be deep as the nether world, or high as the sky! 

But Ahaz answered, 

"I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!"  

Then Isaiah said: 

Listen, O house of David!  

Is it not enough for you to weary men, 

must you also weary my God?  

Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall name him Emmanuel. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

PS 24:1-2, 3-4AB, 5-6 

R. (see 7c and 10b) Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

The LORD's are the earth and its fullness; 

the world and those who dwell in it. 

For he founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the rivers. 

R. Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD? 

or who may stand in his holy place? 

He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, 

who desires not what is vain. 

R. Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, 

a reward from God his savior. 



Such is the race that seeks for him, 

that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. 

R. Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 

 

Gospel 

LK 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, 

the angel Gabriel was sent from God 

to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 

of the house of David, 

and the virgin's name was Mary. 

And coming to her, he said, 

"Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you." 

But she was greatly troubled at what was said 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

Then the angel said to her, 

"Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. 

Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall name him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 

and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his Kingdom there will be no end." 

 

But Mary said to the angel, 

"How can this be, 

since I have no relations with a man?" 

And the angel said to her in reply, 

"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

Therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy, the Son of God. 

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 

has also conceived a son in her old age, 

and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 

for nothing will be impossible for God." 

 

Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word." 

Then the angel departed from her. 

 

 



GUIDED MEDITATION #1 (take about half hour to forty minutes when read slowly) 
  
 Imagine yourself sitting alone in a simple, quiet place, a sacred place where you go often to 

contemplate the things of God.  Who is God?  You know that God is Light, that God is an Eternal Light, 

but what does that mean?  With a silent prayer for the vision of the dove or of the eagle, that your thoughts 

may soar to the heavens, you try to picture in your mind a brilliant Light, a Light that is bright and beyond 

all measure, yet at the same time is hidden, and is most simple.   
As you imagine the Light and its beauty, as you consider its power and glory, you remember the 

prophesies of long ago that this Light, this God would come to us in a special way.  They all had said it in 

one way or another, the patriarchs, the judges, the priests, the kings, the prophets.  Through many thousands 

of years, by many marvelous prophecies, the minds and hearts of many have been stirred to faith and 

inflamed with desire as they awaited this special day of Light.  But it would happen only in the fullness of 

time…the fullness of time, when would the fullness of time come? 
 As you contemplate these things, suddenly, just before your eyes, something begins to happen.  A 

figure begins to take shape, begins to appear to you.  At first you wonder if your eyes are deceived but sure 

enough, this being has emerged in its glory, he is real.  He seems to be a being of Light, he is clothed and 

surrounded by this same Light that you have just been contemplating, a brilliant Light beyond the light of 

this world.   
At first, you are frightened, but then this being of Light speaks to you and identifies himself as an 

angel of the Lord, encouraging you to have no fear.  In brief words, he tells you of God’s plan for you, have 

you have been chosen from among all of creation for a special role, a role that only you can fulfill, a role 

that will bring God’s Light into your world like never before.  The angel pauses and waits for your reply. 
 Many images and thoughts race through your mind but God’s grace helps you to push through them 

and gaining your courage from a silent prayer, and feeling in your heart that it is in fact right…you give 

you consent to God’s messenger who smiles and reflects the joy of the Most High.   
All at once the Light from around the angel comes to you like a divine fire.  This Light passes into 

your body, it penetrates your soul, it consecrates your flesh in perfect purity.  Oh, feel the intensity of that 

fire sent from heaven!  It is a burning fire and yet at the same time, it brings with it a refreshing coolness 

that fills you with joy and consolation.  How you have been exalted!  How all of humanity has been exalted 

through you and this sacred moment, through the humility of God, through the divine majesty that comes 

to you in your lowliness! 
 At once you need to give expression to this joy within.  You can think of only two ways to do this: 

through service and through song.  At that moment, you think of going to serve your cousin in her time of 

need.  Soon you will go to help her.  You will go through the mountainous region, you will embrace the 

woman who had once been sterile, you will greet her with words that, if the Lord wills it, will cause the 

tiny prophet within her womb to rejoice.  You will express your new joy through service, and the thought 

of that service delights your heart.  
But the time for that journey is not yet.  For now, you are content to sit with the fire within and to 

softly sing a hymn of praise to the Lord.  For your soul has been visited by the greatness of the Lord this 

day.  Your spirit has found its purpose in life, it is rejoicing in God, your Savior.  The Lord has truly done 

wondrous things for you and for all people, and holy is God’s name. 
 


